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Minutes 
 

 Of the Meeting held on Tuesday, 10th of November 2015 at 7.30 pm – at St. Ives Town Hall 
 

Present:  
Jean Chandler  (JC) : Co-opted member 

Margaret Lumb         (ML) : Bluntisham PC 

Colin Saunderson (CS) : Fenstanton PC 

Peter Smith  (PS) : St. Ives Town Council 

Mike Newman  (MN) : Pidley-cum-Fenton  PC 

Andy Street  (AS) : Cambridgeshire Police 

Lesley Craig  (LC) : Houghton and Wyton PC 

Keith Sisman  (KS) : Upwood, Speedwatch 

Noel Baker  (NB) : Wyton-on-the-Hill PC 

Cathy Border  (CB) : Hollywell-cum-Needingworth 

Owen McLaughlin (OM) : Secretary 

 

 

1. Welcomes & Apologies   
 
Apologies had been received from:  Graham Bull, Ros Cary-Townsend, Colin Saunderson, Jeff Nicholls 
and Bob Hare.  

 
2. Minutes - To approve Minutes of  the meeting on 8th  September 2015 

 
A motion was put to approve the minutes of the last meeting held on September 8th 2015.  
Proposed by LC, seconded by JC. All were in favour. 

 
3. Matters arising from the Minutes 

 

St. Ives TC LHI bid. 
PS said that the Local Highways Initiative (LHI) bid to reduce the speed limit on Marley road from 40mph to 
30mph had been submitted.  Thanks due to OM for writing a letter of support on behalf of the RSC. The 
result will be known by January. 
 
AS said that the police were also asked for a letter of support but couldn’t find any evidence of accidents. 
The town council should have asked earlier and we could have got some speeding data for them. 
 



JC hoped that the bid would be successful. This committee got the initial reduction from 60mph to 40mph.. 
But the police won’t be able to enforce the new limit. 
AS agreed but said that it will reduce the overall speeds because most people will slow down. 
PS said that if f people stick to 35-39mph  it will make a difference. 
 
Bridge Street Parking: 
ML asked if this issue had been put to the St. Ives town council.  
PS said that it had been.  

  
ML thought that perhaps the RSC should write to the town council highlighting the existing problem caused 
by unlimited disabled parking and the new problem that might be caused by the post office move. Did 
anyone know why the post office move was happening? 
JC said that the existing post office is very inadequate  

 
Cycle Paths: 
LC said that work on the cycle path on Houghton Hill is ongoing at the moment.  
PS explained that they were working on a section about 160 metres long. 
 
In response to some discussion on whether cyclists should be forced to use cycle paths where they are 
available AS commented that this might be counter-productive. Houghton Hill, for example, is dangerous if 
cyclists are travelling fast downhill on the pavement.  It’s hard to legislate on this issue. Sometimes it may 
be  better to go on the road even where there is a cycle path.  
 
JC said that in her opinion the cycle path is not wide enough.  

 
Hemingford Grey Cheque: 
ML said that she had found the mislaid cheque from Hemingford Grey PC.  
 
St. Ives Town Council Donation: 
OM had written to St. Ives TC asking for a donation to the RSC operating costs. There had been no 
response so far. 

 
4. Correspondence 

 
St. Ives TC LHI Bid: 
 
The RSC had received a written request from St. Ives Town Council  for support for their LHI bid with 
respect to the Marley Road speed limit. This matter has already been covered in Matters Arising. 

 
5. Review of Active Items 
 
 
Item 38 Thorndown School Crossing 

Issue  

Meeting 

Comment 

This has become a problem due to the expansion of the school and the fact that more pupils 

now have to cross Hill Rise. St. Ives Town Council  have succeeded in a bid to improve the 

crossing on Hill Rise. The work was delayed until after school refurbishment which was 

completed at Easter. 

Meeting 

Comment 

There is a LHI bid for this. An improvement was recently suggested and it has been agreed. 

The Town Council  is contributing  an extra £3000 towards the work. 

 
 
 
 



6.  Review of Remaining Items  
 
Item 4: Wheatsheaf:  
 
ML had still not heard anything from Steve Criswell regarding  any improvement work at this junction.  
MN said that there was some digging going on here last week. 
ML added that there was a multiple crash a couple of weeks ago with 3 or 4 cars involved.  
AS said there were no injuries reported in the crash. 

 
Item 14: Lloyds bank parking 
 
AS had written a letter to the taxi firms about driving over the old bridge in St. Ives and they had done some 
checks. But no-one had been caught. 
JC asked if CCTV  cameras would work at night. 
AS said they would,  but the police won’t follow up on CCTV footage. There’s too much work in analyzing 
the film, finding drivers, visiting drivers etc.  But they are hoping to put more resource into trying to catch 
the culprits. The letter might have made a big difference. 
JC said that the taxis are definitely still using the route at night. 
 

KS said that speaking as a taxi driver himself, why wasn’t it possible to just send a list of index 
numbers to the taxi authorities? 
AS said that was an option. If the letters don’t work they can try that tactic. 

 
Item 31: Hill Rise/Houghton Road 
JC asked if there was any news on the 200 new houses. It looked as though the comments from Houghton 
were having some effect.  
LC agreed that they seemed to be listening to some of their objections.   
 
Item 32: Market Street/ Station Road 
PS said that the corner is still as tight as it ever was but the kerb markings have made a difference.  
 

 
7.  Speedwatch Situation & Speeding Stats 

 
ML reported that Dave McCandless  is still sending his speeding statistics and wants her to accompany 
him on a Roadwatch session. She had some concerns about whether this was appropriate in view of the 
past problems with DM and Speedwatch. 
CS said that he had been out with DM on Ramsey Road where they had recorded 22% speeding. In his 
opinion there was no conflict between what DM was doing and Speedwatch activities.  
 
AS added that due to the history between the Police and DM they don’t want to have anything to do with it. 
DM gives accurate numbers on speeding, but what good does it do? The police don’t have the resources to 
do anything about it. Although his data is good he doesn’t provide a visible deterrent.  
 
CS said they have had some success with commercial companies. The response to letters has been very 
positive.  
 
OM reported on some Roadwatch sessions in Colne Road Earith. The results were; 
 
26/06/2015  17:50 – 18:20:   56% of vehicles exceeding limit*. Top speed recorded 61mph 
10/10/2015: 12:10 – 12:45:   64% of vehicles exceeding limit*. Top speed recorded 49mph 
15/10/2015: 15:05 -  16:05:   46% of vehicles exceeding limit*. Top speed recorded 54mph 
 
(*limit referred to here is the ACPO limit which is 35mph) 
 



DM had also contacted ML with  concerns about an old peoples home in Oldhurst where people were 
being taken out dangerously on to the local roads. DM had given them some high viz jackets to use.  
KS said that there was no doubt that Roadwatch  is providing good intelligence. The fact that DM is doing 
this is putting pressure on authorities to do covert checking. Speedwatch is educational and deterrent. But 
we do need actual speeding figures. 
 
AS added that he’s not doing anything dubious. It’s not dangerous and not illegal. But what can we do with 
the data when there are no resources available? With regard to Speedwatch activity in this area Oldhurst 
have an active team. CS added that Brampton have one as well. 
 
NB said he was a bit concerned that DM was going off on his own tangent. But it’s good with regard to the 
letters that he writes to haulage companies. 

 
ML asked about possibility of using Specials. AS replied that there was no sign of this happening as yet. 
 
PS thought that what Parish Councils  and  the Town Council  should be doing is looking at the areas 
where there is a serious speeding problem.  
 
CS thought it would be a good idea for ML to go out with Roadwatch and see the situation for herself. 
JC said that she would not go in her position. 
ML admitted to being intrigued by it.  

 
OM wondered if it was possible to get Speedwatch stats at meetings as we did before. 
KS said that this may take some time to achieve. 

 

8. National Road Traffic Accident figures 
 

OM reported on the interim Road Traffic Accident  figures published by the DfT.  The figures relate to the 
period up to June 2015.  The statistics show a fall of 7% in KSI victims and a 7% drop in casualties of all 
severities in comparison to the year up to June 2014. This is welcome news but should be treated with 
some caution as not all police authorities had provided complete data for the period in question.  
 
OM asked whose responsibility it was within the police authority to provide the information to the DfT. 
 
AS said he was not sure and that there was often a problem in getting RTA numbers.  
 

9. Reports from members 
 
 

PS, St. Ives:  
The Wheatfields School gate was moved and the old gate was blocked off. There is a ‘no vehicles’ sign but 
he has  recently seen cars parking there at dropping off time. It is hard to spot unless you look closely. (AS 
noted this for action. But it might not be a public road in which case we can’t act.) 
 
PS also mentioned that on a recent trip to Germany he had seen metal studs used for traffic calming rather 
than the humps used in the UK. They were less obtrusive but just as effective at reducing speeds.  
 
CS, Fenstanton:   
We have now got new white lines. The junctions have also been done. Fenstanton PC have paid for the 
work. 
 
MN, Pidley:     
Well over 40% of the traffic is  over the speed limit. DM has been sending out letters to hauliers who have 
been caught speeding. Unfortunately Roadwatch is not authorized to support LHI bids. 
AS said it would be good if DM were back on Speedwatch. His enthusiasm was so great which is why we 
no longer have the Speedwatch activity that we once did. 



MN said that the old volunteers have now faded away. We have tried to get volunteers but we have had no 
response. 
 
KS, Upwood:  
We are trying to get a meeting with Shailesh Vara to discuss driving standards because they are not 
acceptable. Can the committee write a letter asking him to pay attention to this issue? 
ML thought that we should not write telling him what to do but we should write afterwards. 
KS said that he will keep the committee informed. 
ML said that we can make this an agenda item for January. 

 
NB, Wyton: 
NB had attended the presentation about the new estate. Ramsey Road will only be accessible for buses 
and cyclists. Cars can only exit on to Sawtry Way. Highways were not represented. 
The plan to cross the meadows seems to have been taken out of the plan. The developers will build the 
houses before they put in the infrastructure. For example, they won’t build a senior school until the houses 
are occupied. 
No planning application has gone in as yet. 

 
LC, Houghton: 
There is a problem with some parents driving down a narrow road on the way to the primary school. The 
Headmistress is going to write to the county asking for no-waiting signs.  
ML said that if there is a problem with the school and child safety then action should be taken. Should this 
committee write?  
AS thought that  it was appropriate for us to write. There is no parking restriction on this road and it is 
dangerous. I think that access for residents only is probably the best option.  
LC said that there are problems every September. It has been in the news that Thurrock DC are doing a 
trial to get volunteers to act as traffic wardens outside schools. 
AS wondered if they would have the powers to issue parking tickets? 
CS said that the newspapers suggested that they would have. 
AS thought this was not the case but he may be wrong. 
ML suggested that we revisit this issue at the next meeting in January. 
 
LC asked where she could get some of the 30mph stickers. 
ML said that you can get them from Impressions in Somersham 

 
There was a brief discussion regarding the legality of the stickers. CCC had apparently considered that 
they were illegal but HDC did not have any objection to them. 

 

 
10. Matters for Further Consideration 

 
New member: 
ML welcomed Cathy Border, the new representative from Holywell-cum-Needingworth PC. This was 
followed by introductions to the other members of the committee. 
 
Honorarium: 
JC reminded the committee that OM had not been paid his honorarium or expenses. She asked if the 
members agreed that this should be done. All were in favour. CS was asked to issue the cheques for £100 
and £50 respectively. 

 

11. Next 3 RSC Meeting Dates 
 

Tuesday January 12th  
Tuesday March 9th  

Tuesday May 10th 


